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MR. MOTSCH. (Good evening. W' re about ready
to start the public hearing portion. So if you could
all take a seat, that would be great.

Wl cone, thank you all for being here. |'ve
seen nost of you before. W were hoping for nore
peopl e; we always do. But ny experience is, the deeper
we get into a project, the fewer people show up.

Ei t her they' ve been heard or they're tired of hearing.

In any case, this is the required
publ i c-hearing portion of the evening for the project.
W have federal funds, and part of the public outreach
is this required neeting.

Al the comments that have been given that
woul d be spoken and the comrents that will come to the
website or by e-mail will be captured. They wll be
t abul at ed and responses given. Please, if you speak or
give a conmment in any way, shape, or form be sure that
we have your e-nail so that we can respond directly to
you.

W will post the comments and responses. |t
wll take us probably a nonth to do that. They will be
posted on the website, but we do want to be sure we
reach out to you all individually, wth your individua
conment s.

| don't know if we have anyone signed up for
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1| speaking. | don't think we do. We will keep it open
2 until 8:00 because that's what we advertised and we
3 need to do that. If you want to speak and haven't
4| signed up, | think we'll break protocol and all ow you
5| to do that.

6 First, 1'd like to -- you all know

7 John Stuart. He's going to tell you all how we got

8 her e.

9 MR, STUART: Thank you, Tim |'mnot used to
10 | a m crophone, but that hel ps the transcri bing.

11 So we're here at the public hearing. This is
12 | essentially a sixty-percent-design stage at this point.
13 | What we've got tonight, and al so posted on the website,
14 is information about the current design. It's shown

15 here on the | arge board here and on a flat piece of

16 | paper back here. And we have a set of design plans in
17 | the back.

18 As Ti m nentioned, we want your comrents. So
19| you can fill it out on a coment sheet and either drop
20 it off right here in the corment box or e-mail themto
21 us within ten days.

22 This is not the be-all, end-all of the comrent
23 process because we are going to be going into Pl anning
24 | Conm ssion approval and then before Cty Council at the
25 begi nning of the year. So this is just a step in that
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di rection.

Recei vi ng your comments now hel ps us
understand if we mss sonething or if you see sonething
on the project that causes concern. That's why we're
here. You can certainly engage nyself. You can ask
the rest of our team

"Il introduce Andy Payne, who is engaged
right now, working diligently as a | ead design
engi neer. Bishal Karki, who was back here helping with
the sign-in as well. W also have Bill Lynch here,
with BPR They're doing traffic engineering, storm
wat er engi neering, and a key part of our project team
So if you have questions, please ask away, coments
through e-mail as well as comrent sheets that you can
| eave here tonight.

Wth that, sonme highlights of where we are
right now in the design includes, we're working with
the railroad and finalizing the tunnel design that you
see here because that is a key conponent of the
project, in making sure that we open up for pedestrian
and nmultinodal traffic. W're really refining the
| andscape design and the configuration of the bike
| anes all the way up to Arlington Boul evard.

The University of Virginia has been a key

partner in hel ping work through this, as well as sone
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1 property owners. W have the owner of the corner hote

2 property that's here tonight as well. They've been

3 engaged in helping with the design up to now, as well.

4 Wth that, | think, I'd like to open it up if

5| there are any questions or comments that people would

6 like to make right now. W do have a m crophone here.

7| That way, we can nake sure you're heard. |It's not that

8 big of a room but that's avail able.

9 M5. PEREZ: (Good evening. |'m Gay Perez and |
10 | work with housing and residence |ife at University of
11| Virginia. So | thank you for your efforts.

12 My questions kind of relate to the fact that
13| the east side of the street is where all the pedestrian
14 | traffic is going to flow, from Lanbeth and then

15 potentially future developnent. And as a 1984

16 resi dence of Lanbeth Field Apartnents, | know

17 | traveled that path to get to the Curry School every

18 | day. There was a lot less traffic there.

19 So ny question is: How are you going to
20 | accommopdate -- and | saw your pedestrian nunbers for
21 today or last year -- to four years from now, when that

22 | could potentially double?
23 And then, there is no real safe way that | see
24 | the Lanbeth folks being able to cross the road to get

25| to the beautiful tunnel because they're not going to go
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1 up to Goodwi n Bridge and then back down to get over to
2 | that shared path.

3 | don't believe the sidewal ks on that side are
4 | wide enough for the student traffic, especially if

5| they're getting to classes and during class change.

6 And then, hopefully inproving the safety at

7 the Efmett/ 1 vy crossroad, getting back towards central
8 | grounds.

9 MR. STUART: Thank you.

10 That is a great question because inproving

11 pedestrian and nultinodal traffic on the corridor is a
12 big part of what we're trying to achi eve here.

13 It did work out that on the east side, we have
14 | a seven-foot sidewal k proposed. It's wider than a

15 standard, five-foot-preferred wwdth. W also have the
16 new bi ke lane, which will -- the intent is to separate

17 | the skilled bicyclists away fromthat pathway.

18 M5. PEREZ: But you got to get to it.

19 MR. STUART: Yeah. Wder would be better. W
20 | did look at a md-block crossing, which would -- and

21 still looked at the possibility of putting sonething

22 underneath the Goodwi n Bridge as an at-grade nethod of
23 crossi ng the road.
24 But what we found initially is that the

25 nunbers did not quite reach a |level that would justify
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1 putting one in at this tinme. | think it's sonething

2| that could certainly be revisited, if there's deened to

3 be a need to have an at-grade, m d-bl ock crossing at

4 | that |ocation.

5 M5. PEREZ: But the circulation from Lanbeth

6 s not going to get there at grade level to cross the

7 road. It is comng down -- because |I live right here.

8 It cones straight down to this corner where the

9| existing stairwells are. And it's cutting across the
10 | parking | ot because students take the nost direct route
11 that they possibly can. So that leads it to this

12 point, which is right under the railroad trestle, which
13 becones very narrow. Then you' re asking themto cross
14 | all the way over here to get to the tunnel.

15 So sonewhere in the course of travel, it's in
16 | this direction.

17 MR. STUART: That sidewal k path on the east

18 | side is going to renain open.

19 M5. PEREZ: Yeah, | know that. But it's stil
20 | a safety issue because you cone here, and this is stil
21 not a very pretty sight after three years. And you

22 know, if it's going all the way to the new road, that's
23 goi ng to del ay pedestrians from goi ng there once this
24 | construction starts.

25 A VOCE: One of the residents --
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1 (Di scussion off the record.)
2 MR. STUART: W need to pl ease keep the

3| coments to one person at a tine. You can conment

4| afterwards with your nane.

5 | understand your concern, but | think there's

6| a certain point of limtation of what you can do from

7 | an engi neering standpoint and a construction

8 | standpoint.

9 That eastern pathway is going to renmai n open,
10 | which is critical, as you said, for circulation on the
11 | east side, fromlvy all the way up to Massie if they
12 | don't use the Goodw n overpass.

13 So | think, within the design paraneters and
14 budget we've got, we work to acconmpdate that with a

15| seven-foot sidewal k. If there's a specific concern, a
16 | specific point that you want to discuss further, we can
17 do that. But | think we're doing our best to

18 | accommodate with what we have available to us to

19 | achi eve that.

20 Hopeful |y the seven-foot sidewalk will be

21 utilized. And you know, we surely don't want anyone to
22 | cross the road where there isn't a safe crosswal k.

23 | That's just a dangerous for everyone, and use a safe

24 | crossing is all we can do our best to encourage.

25 MR, PAYNE: John, about the east side, there's
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1| also constraints with -- the tunnel has to be a certain
2| distance fromthe abutnments. And you know, the city

3 controls the right-of-way. |It's getting into property
4| that the city doesn't have control over. And also

5| stormwater-creek issues in that quadrant there.

6 MR. STUART: That was Andy Payne, design

7 engi neer.

8 Did you have a comment you want to nake? Are
9 there any other questions or comments? W're trying to
10 keep it to a two- to three-m nute range.

11 MR. JEHLE: |'m Eberhard Jehl e.

12 partici pated in workshop at the now deceased Cavali er
13 Inn. At that time, | was a strong supporter, and |

14 | still think, as far as the student-pedestrian traffic
15| flow from Lanbeth to central grounds, that a tunnel on
16 | the east side would be massively preferable.

17 You have to get sone sort of accompdati on

18 | fromthe hotel owner or the university, perhaps, and

19 the railroad need to work together to have a tunne

20 | further up. Because, you know, for students who want
21 to go from Lanbeth to the architecture school, from

22 Lanbeth to any of the -- the arts center, that would be
23 | the logical path

24 | realize that many will go, currently go up

25| the Col onnades and go on up Rugby Road, but there's a
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1 project for the university.

2 MR. STUART: Thank you.

3 As a part of the early workshops, you saw

4| where we did study an eastern | ocation of a tunnel

5| versus a western.

6 MR. JEHLE: [I'mstill convinced of an eastern
7 | ocation and the hotel making accommopdati ons to nake a
8 nice, sort of facade, a wal k-through with conmmerci al

9| stuff there.

10 MR. STUART: Wbrking through, again with the
11 | constraints we've had from an engi neering/construction
12 | standpoint, we work to conme up with an optimal design,
13| and the west side is what cane out of that process.

14 Yes, if we had nore funds and nore

15| flexibility, putting one on the east side would be a
16 | good idea, as well.

17 MR JEHLE: It would be a better idea.

18 MR. STUART: Wthin the constraints we have,
19| we're working to provide an optinmal project.

20 Thank you for your comment.

21 " m | ooking for sonebody to stand up in the
22 back and cheer or cajole, but if there's no nore

23 | comments, we'll be avail able here for the next hour.
24 | We'll be happy to discuss any el enents of the project

25| that you would IiKke.
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1 Thank you for com ng tonight, as well. Please
2 be sure to | eave your coments here in the box tonight
3 or e-nmail themin within the next ten days. That way,
4| we can have themall conpiled and included in the
5 public record of the project.

6 MR. MOTSCH. As you continue your discussions,
7] just note that the only way we can capture them as part
8| of the public record is if you request to be heard,

9 announce your nane, and speak in the m crophone.

10 We'll be here till 8:00 for that, but that

11 doesn't nean you can't have offline discussions if you
12 | want. Just understand that we won't be getting all

13 | those offline discussions. That's all. Al right.

14 MR. STUART: Al right. Thank you.

15 (No comrents were nade between 7:18 and

16 | 7:59 p.m)

17 MR. MOTSCH. (Okay, folks. It is 8:00. |If

18 | sonebody has sonething they want to say for the record,
19| that is fine. Oherwise, we're going to close it.

20 Okay. The public hearing is closed.

21 Thank you.

22

23 (Hearing adjourned at 8:00 p.m)

24

25 ok ok ok *
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COVMONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A AT LARGE, to wit:

I, Gmendolyn O Sugrue, Notary Public in and
for the Commonweal th of Virginia at |arge, whose
commi ssion expires Cctober 31, 2023, do certify that |
was the court reporter at the aforenentioned
proceedi ngs, and that the foregoing is a true, correct,
and full transcript of the proceedi ngs herein.

| further certify that | amneither related to
nor otherw se associated with any counsel or party to
t he proceedi ng, nor otherwise interested in the event
t her eof .

G ven under ny hand and notarial seal at
Charlottesville, Virginia this 9th day of Decenber,

2019.

Gnendol yn O Sugrue, Notary Public

Commonweal th of Virginia at Large

Notary Public Registration No. 7339814

Job No. 41357
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Job # 41357

Reported by Gwendolyn O Sugrue of Cavalier Reporting & Videography

(434) 293-3300
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